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A gripping historical Western from the author of the Spur Award nominee Brotherhood of Blood.

When a greedy rancher and his hired killers murdered Lucius Dodgeâ€™s father and brother, he

swore an oath of vengeance and rode out to settle the score. Then a chance meeting with Boz

Tatum brought Lucius into the ranks of the Texas Rangersâ€”and gave him a badge to back up his

quest for justice.Now, with the legal means to right the ultimate wrong and bring down the men who

killed his family, Lucius wonâ€™t be stopped. Because a loss like his will sear a manâ€™s soul and

leave him hell-bent on revenge . . .â€œJ. Lee Butts keeps his readers on the edge of their seats.â€•

â€”True West About the Author:J. Lee Butts is the author of 22 published books and numerous

magazine articles and short works. His book Brotherhood of Blood was runner-up for the Western

Writers of America Spur Award in 2005. Heâ€™s worn many hats over the years (teacher,

administrator, pool manager, IBM supervisor, and western author), and he and his late wife lived

everywhere from Los Angeles to Dallas. Currently heâ€™s hanging those hats back in White Hall,

Arkansas.
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I just finished reading J. Lee Butts' book, A Bad Day to Die, the adventures of Lucius "By God"

Dodge, Texas Ranger. What a book! Butts is an exceptional writer, has an unusual gift for clever

dialog, and is one who flat out knows how to tell a tall Western tale properly. The book picks up on

Lucius Dodge as an old man talking to an old Ranger partner, and then flashes back to one of the

craziest, meanest, bloodiest, nastiest cases Dodge and his partner Boz Tatum ever worked on...the

Nightshade murders. The two young Texas Rangers, tough, smart, hard working honest fellows are

sent to Sweetwater, Texas, a town terrorized by a big family of thugs, the notorious Nightshades.

Two different beautiful girls fall for the handsome young Ranger, Dodge, one the impetuous,

sweet-kissing, straight-shooting, green-eyed Martye, sixteen year old daughter from a big, dirt poor

family of farmers, and the other the pistol-packing, hard-assed, gorgeous Nance Nightshade. Dodge

is no ladies man by any means, often embarrassed by the obvious attentions of these two different,

but extremely attractive females. A Bad Day to Dies isn't light reading, it's a tough book, it doesn't

have fairy tale ending, it isn't a book that seems destined to be a Hollywood movie...too real for

Hollywood, but what this excellent Western novel is, is historically accurate, hard-hitting, true to the

flavor of time and place, and above all, interesting at every point. The deeper into the story the

reader gets, the more difficult it is put this exciting book down.
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